 Assessment, Recording and Reporting Policy
Edmonton County School - September 2011

Underlying Principles
At ECS we have high expectations of what our students can achieve. Good quality assessment, target setting and intervention is central to raising attainment at student, class, department and whole school levels. The principles of Assessment for Learning are embedded through the policy and into practice.

Prior Attainment Data

We use student prior attainment to set realistic and Target Grades (TGs) and motivational Challenge Grades (CGs) . Before a student can make progress, s/he and the class teacher need to know where s/he is starting from. At the start of the academic year (or as soon as the information is made available), class teachers will be issued with all relevant prior attainment data for the students they teach. This will include the following:

· Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8): Key Stage 2 Test results; CAT scores; level attained at the end of the previous academic year; Target Levels (TLs) and Challenge Levels (CLs) for the end of Key Stage 3; reading age; relevant SEN information and Gifted & Talented information

· Key Stage 4 (Years 9-11): Teacher Assessment Levels for the end of KS3 (Year 8);  predicted grade attained at  the end of the previous academic year; Target grades and Challenge Grades (CGs) for the end of the course; relevant SEN information and Gifted & Talented information

· Key Stage 5 (Years 12-14): End of Key Stage 4 GCSE and BTEC results; AS Results; predicted grades attained at the end of the previous academic year; Target grades and Challenge Grades (CGs) for the end of the course; relevant SEN information and Gifted & Talented information


Target Grades and Challenge Grades

· Key Stage 3 (Years 7 & 8): At the start of Year 7, students will be given a Target Level and Challenge Level for the end of KS3 (Yr 8) for all subjects, based on KS2 data, CATs scores and baseline assessments in creative / practical subjects. These TLs and CLs will include sub-levels and remain fixed throughout the key stage, or revised upwards in light of further assessments.

	Subject
	Data used for baseline, progression and target setting
	Subject
	Data used for baseline, progression and target setting

	English
	KS2 test, CATS verbal
	PSHCE
	KS3 English target

	Maths
	KS2 test, CATS mean
	RS
	KS3 English target

	Science
	Average of KS3 E&M targets
	ICT
	Average of KS3 E&M targets

	Geog
	Average of KS3 E&M targets,
	DT
	Average of KS3 E&M targets

	History
	KS3 English target
	TF
	Average of KS3 E&M targets

	French
	KS2 MFL TA average, CATS verbal
	Drama
	KS3 English target

	Spanish
	KS2 MFL TA average, CATS verbal
	Music
	Baseline assessment, CATS mean

	PE
	Baseline assessment, CATS mean
	Art
	Baseline assessment, CATS mean




	CATS score
	Predicted progression in KS3

	115 or more
	1 2/3 Levels

	95-114
	1 1/3 Levels

	Less than 95
	1 Level




· Key Stage 4 (Years 9-11): At the start of Year 9, students will be given a Target Grade and Challenge Grade for each GCSE and BTEC course they are studying in KS4, using FFT D (SE) predictions based on KS2 data. These grades may be raised if indicated by reliable KS3 assessments and will remain fixed throughout the key stage, or revised upwards in light of further assessments. FFT D (SE) takes into account the widest available range of contextual information so that a student achieving their target will attain in the top 25% of students nationally.

· Key Stage 5 (Years 12-14): At the start of Year 12, students will be given an A2 Target Grade and Challenge Grade for each of their courses, initially using ALPS predictions, based on KS4 data. Targets for AS courses will not be given, with the assumption being that all courses are chosen on the basis of studying them for two years. These TGs and CGs will remain fixed throughout the key stage, or revised upwards in light of further assessments. The ALPS analysis and target setting software are used so that a student achieving their target will attain in the top 25% of students nationally.

As the school will be judged on the progress made from KS2 -4 and KS4-5, it is important that we have a fixed base-line for each student –Target Grades. Target grades may only be revised upwards, using assessment evidence. However, teachers and parents should encourage students to work towards their Challenge Grade where possible, thus ensuring every student has a target that has an element of stretch and challenge.

Challenge Levels / Grades represent an extra 1/3 of a level / grade progress per year. Therefore for KS3, this corresponds to 2/3 level above the Target Level, and at KS4 a whole grade higher than the Target Grade. At KS5 the Challenge Grade is a grade higher than the Target Grade.


Student Profiles

Throughout the year the school will report Effort and Predicted End of Key Stage Levels / End of Course grades on five occasions (following the ‘data windows’ scheduled in the school calendar), alongside the Target Grade and Challenge Grade for each subject studied. This acts as a track record of attainment across the year. Once a year each student will also receive a brief written comment summarising achievement and a brief written target. The profile meets all statutory requirements including the reporting of attendance and punctuality.

A sample Student Profile is appended to this policy (see below).

	 Data Windows 2011-12
	1
(Autumn 1)
	2
(Autumn 2)
	3
(Spring 1)
	4
(Spring 2)
	5
(Summer)

	Data Window opens
	October 17th
	January 3rd
	20th February
	April 16th
	June 25th

	Data Window closes
	November 4th
	January 13th
	March 2nd
	April 27th
	July 6th

	Profiles issued
	November 14th
	January 23rd
	March 8th 
(Yr 8 only)
March 12th
	May 8th
	July 16th

	Subject Teacher comments and targets
	Year 11 & 13
	Year 7 & 9
	Year 8 & 12
	Year 10
	 

	Parents’ Evening
	 
	Year 11 November 10th
Year 13 December 8th
Year 7 February 9th
	Year 8 March 8th
Year 12 March 22nd
Year 9 April 19th
	Year 10 May 24th
	 





Predicted Grades

The Predicted end of Key Stage Grade is reported at each data window for each subject. These are professional judgements by class teachers and based on a range of evidence such as assessed pieces of work, internal test scores, progress to date, application and attitude in class, quality of homework and finally ability to progress further over the rest of the year / course. Predicted Grades can go up as well as down and are collected centrally through SIMS Assessment Manager.

At all Key Stages the overall level grade is split into three to support closer monitoring and target setting: 

	
	Key Stage 3
	Key Stage 4 & 5

	
	
	GCSE / GCE
	BTEC

	Attaining at the threshold of the next level / grade above
	5 a
	C 1
	MT 1

	Attaining solidly at that level / grade
	5 b
	C 2
	MT 2

	At risk of dropping down to the level / grade below
	5 c
	C 3
	MT 3




Effort grades

Effort grades are reported at each data window for each subject, using the scale below. These are professional judgements by class teachers and based on effort, behaviour, focus and participation in lessons; effort in homework, ISBLs, controlled assessments; maturity of approach to learning; attitude towards learning.

U = unsatisfactory 	G = good
S = satisfactory 		E = excellent





Tracking, Monitoring and Interventions

After each data window, monitoring of student progress and effort grades will occur at various levels:

· Tutors –will feed into the mentoring process and target setting activities in tutor time
· Heads of House – underachievement across subjects will trigger interventions
· Heads of Faculty – underachievement of individual students and groups will trigger interventions
· Leadership Team – key exam cohorts will be monitored for patterns of underachievement which will result in targeted interventions for groups of students.

Mentoring
Through mentoring we ensure students and parents/carers are involved in setting short term goals and monitoring progress. After the publication of every profile, the mentor will discuss with students one-to-one successes and areas of concern. The mentor and student will agree a specific short term target for the student to action before the next profile to ensure progress is sustained and s/he keeps on track. Parents are invited in to mentoring sessions six times a year to take an active part in this process.


Parents Evenings
Once a year each Year group has a parents evening where parents will be able to talk with classroom teachers about the predicted grades set in the profile and the progress and effort their son/daughter is making in the year. Again this is an opportunity for subject specific targets to be agreed between home and school.
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	A*1

A*2

A*3

A1

A2

A3

B1

B2

B3

C1

C2

C3
--------
D1

D2

D3

E1

E2

E3

F1

F2

F3

G1

G2

G3
------
U
	





A* to C is considered a good pass in subjects







 (
Student Academic Profile:
Information for Key Stage Four
)											
 (
In years 9 and 10 this profile is updated and given to parents five times during the school year, with the last profile acting as the end of year grade.  In year 11 this profile is updated and given to parents four times during the school year. Teachers write a short comment and add a target once a year as detailed below:
Year 11 
November
Year 10 
May
Year 9
January 
This profile will be discussed with the student and their mentor during their
 mentoring session
.
Parents are invited in to discuss their child’s progress after each profile has been distributed. Students will bring a letter home with details.
This profile is also used as the centre for discussion at all Parents’ Evenings, with the student taking a central role in the discussion.
) (
Colour
 Coding – 
PG and Effort grades are now 
colour
 coded to help show how your child is progressing.
PG
Colour
Effort
On track to achieve CG
Purple
Excellent
On track to achieve TG
Green
Good
Borderline – 
may
 achieve TG
Yellow
Satisfactory
NOT
 on track to achieve TG
Red
Unsatisfactory
)

 (
Effort Grades
These indicate how much effort students are putting into their class and homework.
E= Excellent Effort – exceeding the teacher’s expectations  
G= Good Effort – always meets the teacher’s expectations
S= Satisfactory Effort – usually meets the teacher’s expectations
U= Unsatisfactory Effort – does not meet the teacher’s expectations
) (
Guide to Grades
Target Grade (TG
)-
 
This is the grade that your child should achieve at the end of KS4 (based on prior attainment).
Challenge Grade (CG
)-
 
A grade higher than the Target Grade; for students to aspire to.
Predicted Grade (PG
)
-
 This is the grade that the teacher thinks your child will achieve in their examinations based on current performance.
Sub Grades -
Students are awarded a sub-grade within the grade they are working in (for example C2)
1
almost at the next grade
2
working securely at that grade
3
just inside the grade boundary but there is a risk of moving to the grade below.
) (
BTEC Grades
Award = 1 GCSE, Certificate= 2 GCSEs, Diploma = 4GCSEs
Subject teachers will notify you which qualification your child is entered for
Grade
Level 1 GCSE Equivalency
Level 2 GCSE Equivalency
Distinction*
Distinction
Merit
Pass
-
D
E
F
A*
A
B
C
, 
Subject teachers will notify you of which level and which award your child is entered for
Grade
Level 1 GCSE equivalency
Level 2 GCSE Equivalency
Distinction
Merit
Credit
Pass
C
D
E
F
A*
A
B
C
) (
ICT Grades
Award = 1 GCSE, Certificate= 2GCSEs, Certificate+ = 3GCSEs, Diploma= 4GCSEs
Subject teachers will notify you which qualification your child is entered for
Grade
Level 1 GCSE equivalency
Level 2 GCSE Equivalency
Distinction
Merit
Credit
Pass
C
D
E
F
A*
A
B
C
)
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Student:  

A

ndrea Pew

pil

, Form:  CJ5

, Year:  11  

 

Attendance: 95.1%    Authorised Absences:  4    Unauthorised Absences: 0

 

 

SUBJECT

 

End of Key 

Stage 

Target 

Grade

 

End of Key 

Stage 

Challenge 

Grade

 

November

 

January

 

March

 

May

 

Achievement & Target

 

Set: November 2011

 

PG

 

Effort

 

PG

 

Effort

 

PG

 

Effort

 

PG

 

Effort

 

ART

 

Miss K. David

 

A

 

A*

 

A3

 

G

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

’

s

 

Art work this year has completely moved on, in terms of confidence and skill level from her previous work in Year 10. Her gri

d 

technique self

-

portrait displays her observational drawing skills well. Her life

-

drawing sketches are confident and s

hows her maturity. She 

needs to speed up and complete more work outside of school. She has attended Art clubs.

 

·

 

Attend every Art club, in order to complete and catch up on past coursework. Ensure all tasks have been completed for the Art

 

mock 

exam at the en

d of November, based on Portraits.

 

BIOLOGY

 

Ms S. Gabriel

 

A

 

A*

 

A1

 

G

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

is a pleasant and quiet student who has a positive attitude towards biology and a determination to do well. 

Andrea

 

has 

demonstrated a good understanding of the biological concepts studied.

 

·

 

Andrea

 

must aim to get a higher mark on her written

 

exam. She needs to ensure that she uses the revision guide to support class work 

and revision.  Practising past exam questions to apply her knowledge will also help.

 

CHEMISTRY

 

Mr A. Acharya

 

A

 

A*

 

A2

 

G

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

You have good questions in class and have made a good

 

record of notes in lesson.  You have engaged in enjoyable learning for topic 8.

 

·

 

Revision will be the key.  Prepare with flash cards and notes for topic C3.  Practise past exam papers to understand the writ

ten demand.

 

CITIZENSHIP

 

Ms I. Delatour 

 

A

 

A*

 

A2

 

E

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

has worked extremely har

d this term on his coursework. Sh

e is very focused and has made excellent progress in lesson.

 

·

 

In order to reach her predicted grade she needs to ensure that she completes and hands in all coursework evidence and that sh

e 

is 

writing up coursework in as much detail as possible.

 

ENGLISH

 

Mr C. Flack

 

A

 

A*

 

A2

 

E

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

is a dedicated student who has improved her analytical skill. She can analyse individual words and phrases and explore the 

effects context can have on writers' language choices.

 

·

 

Andrea

 

should continue to look for alternative meanings within te

xts.

 

ENGLISH LITERATURE

 

Mr C. Flack

 

A

 

A*

 

A2

 

E

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ETHICS & PHILOSOPHY

 

Ms M. Apa

 

A

 

A*

 

C1

 

E

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Is developing an excellent understanding of how different Christians respond to challenging moral questions.

 

·

 

Practice answering exam questions (refer to the questions on Fronter or AQA website). Use relevant websites to further your k

nowledge 

and understanding of the topics you have studied.

 

ICT CORE

 

Mrs J. Dawkins

 

MT

 

DN

 

PS2

 

G

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

has completed all of her course work to date to a good standard. She understands how to create online questionnaires and can 

insert what if formulas. She is able to illustrate her findings using graphical representations.

 

·

 

Stay focused in the less

on and concentrate on the tasks in had.

 

MATHS

 

Mr F. Enebeli

 

A

 

A*

 

B1

 

S

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

has shown good understanding on the topics covered this term, she has produced good work on percentages and inequalities.

 

·

 

Andrea

 

needs to remain focused in lesson. She wil

l benefit from more independent work on algebraic manipulations and solving quadratic 

equations.

 

PE CORE

 

Miss R. Fallon

 

N/A

 

N/A

 

N/A

 

G

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

has made sound progress in PE this year.  She has shown interest in badminton and trampolining.

 

·

 

Continue to participate to the best of your ability in every lesson.

 

PHYSICS

 

Mr E. Apanya

 

A

 

A*

 

A2

 

G

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

's mock results have been generally quite good, but would benefit, I am sure, from extra revision

 

·

 

She needs to be more methodical in her approach to the Physics and revise carefully for tests if she wants to improve her GCS

E grades.

 

SPANISH

 

Ms C. Ramos

 

A

 

A*

 

A3

 

E

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

is working very hard both at home and in class. She is making excellent progres

s showing a good command of tenses and more 

complex sentence structures.

 

·

 

Her speaking skills are developing well demonstrating confidence and use of some authentic expressions.

 

·

 

To revise regularly vocabulary by using  the OCR vocabulary list( on Fronter)  

and websites. Carry on checking work to improve accuracy.

 

TEXTILES 

 

Miss C. Lipparelli

 

A

 

A*

 

A2

 

E

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

·

 

Andrea

 

is working towards designing and making a garment inspired by the theme Punk. This and the folder will count for 60% of her f

inal 

GCSE grade.

 

·

 

Aim to revise Textiles  theory work .

 

 


