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YEAR 8               

Reading a Novel
WHAT KEY SKILLS WILL I DEVELOP AND PRACTICE?  
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Independent reading skills
· Writing
· Evaluating
LEARNING OBJECTIVES:

· To understand, reflect and review a novel.

· To explore characters and events.

· To develop summary skills.

· To develop use of persuasive language.

· To develop creative writing skills.

· To analyse the effects of a writer’s language.

_______________________________________________________

Have a look at the last page of this booklet before you begin your work.  It tells you the skills which can be assessed through this work and will give you an idea of what you need to show to achieve each level.

This project is equal to six weeks worth of homework and so you are expected to spend 10 hours on it in total (including reading time). This project is to be done by yourself although you can ask your parents and teachers for help.

__________________________________________________________
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You can choose any book that you have not read before from this list or one of your own choice.  You can also ask the librarian for any other suggestions.  Books can be borrowed from the school or local libraries.
Recommendation for Level 2-3 Readers

The Twits


Roald Dahl

Kensuke’s Kingdom

Michael Morpurgo

Moving the Goalposts

Rob Childs

Recommendation for Level 4 Readers

A Series of Unfortunate Events
Lemony Snicket

Artemis Fowl



Eoin Colfer

Skulduggery Pleasant


Derek Landy

Room 13



Robert Swindells

Witch Child



Celia Rees
Recommendation for Level 5-6 Readers

Northern Lights


Philip Pullman

Lord Lors



Darren Shan

The Hobbit



J. R. Tolkin

Noughts and Crosses


Malorie Blackman
Looking for JJ



Anne Cassidy
Recommendation for Level 7-8 Readers

Little Women



Louisa May Alcott

The Lovely Bones


Alice Sebold

To Kill a Mockingbird


Harper Lee

Disconnected



Sherry Ashworth

We All Fall Down


Robert Cormier

	L3

Write a book review. Cover  the following headings:

· What is it about?

· Best/worst part

· Favourite character

· Would you recommend it?
	L3

Design an alternative front cover.

Try to write your own version of the blurb. 
	L3

Draw the main character and label him/her/it using interesting vocabulary. 

	L4

Create a storyboard that outlines the main events of your story. 


	L4

Write a letter to your friend persuading them to read the novel. You will need to highlight what is good about it to really get them interested.    
	L4

Design the cover of a DVD for the movie. You will need to think about who will act the part of the main character. You must also write a blurb which captures the story and makes it sound appealing.   

	L5

Write an alternative ending.


	L5-6

Select an interesting part from your novel in terms of descriptive or imaginative writing. Photocopy the page and pick out techniques that make it interesting. 


	L6-7

Imagine that your novel will be made into a film. Write the opening scene in the form of a script.

L8 – EXT

Write an evaluation of your own work, commenting on:

· Vocabulary choice

· Stage direction

· Dramatic devices

· Portrayal of character


Level 3 pupils should complete all the level 3 tasks and 1 or more of the level 4 tasks.

Level 4 pupils should complete all the level 4 tasks and 1 or more of the level 5 tasks.

Level 5 pupils should complete the level 5-7 tasks.

Level 6-8 pupils  should complete 3 of the 5-8 tasks.
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Homework Evaluation sheet

By completing the following questions you will help yourself and your teacher to identify the steps you need to take to help improve your grades.  Please answer the questions honestly and hand in the completed self review sheet with your work.

1. Approximately how long did it take you to complete this piece of work?
     

  Hours          Minutes

2. After completing the work did you:

     Read through the work and check it covered the criteria?    

 Y      
N
     
     Check for spelling mistakes once?




Y
N
     
     Check for spelling mistakes twice?




Y     
N


3. Did you find this work   (please tick one)

· Very difficult

· Difficult

· Neither easy nor difficult

· Easy

· Very easy


4. If you had to grade this piece of work, what would you give yourself?


	Standard of work
	Presentation and effort

	
	

	A   Excellent
	A   Excellent

	B   Very Good
	B   Very Good

	C   Good
	C   Good

	D   Average
	D  Average

	E   Poor
	E   Poor


5. Identify and explain one thing you could have done to improve this piece of work.
6. Parental comments



Signature ____________________________                                Date _________________

What skills in English have I shown in my work?

Look back over the work you have done.  Tick the boxes which you think you have achieved in doing this work.  Your teacher will check these and give you their opinion of how well you have achieved these things.
	
	SPEAKING AND LISTENING
	
	READING
	
	WRITING

	LEVEL

2
	
	
	
	I can read simple texts.
I can give my opinion on things that I have read.

	
	
	I can write stories, poems, scripts, letters and reports.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LEVEL 

3
	
	
	
	I can read stories, poems and non-fiction.

I can give my opinions about characters and things that happen in stories, poems and non-fiction.
	
	
	I can write clearly in an organised way.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I use interesting words when I write.
	

	
	
	
	
	I can find information I need by getting the right book and finding the right page.
	
	
	I use full-stops, capital letters and question marks when they are needed.
	

	LEVEL 

4
	
	
	
	I can pick up clues and hints to understand more than what I am being told by the writer.

I can use evidence from the text to explain my opinions.

I can retrieve ideas and information from a range of texts.


	
	
	My vocabulary is adventurous and I use words for effect.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I can create complex sentences using a range of connectives.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I can spell accurately.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	LEVEL 

5
	
	
	
	I can identify the main ideas in a text and can write about themes and characters.

I can read between the lines; I know that a careful reader is like a detective picking up clues and sifting the evidence.

I support my ideas with relevant quotes.
	
	
	I can use words imaginatively and precisely.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I use a range of simple, compound and complex sentences organised into paragraphs.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I can use commas, apostrophes and inverted commas accurately.
	

	LEVEL 

6
	
	
	
	I understand ideas in a text which are not obvious.  I think carefully as I read and dig for meaning.

I can summarise a range of texts.

I can develop my own ideas about themes and characters.

I can comment on the writer’s use of language.
	
	
	I use a formal style where appropriate.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I use a range of sentence constructions and varied vocabulary to create effects.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	My spelling and punctuation is accurate.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I can organise my ideas into a sequence of paragraphs.
	

	LEVEL

7
	
	
	
	I can analyse ways in which writers structure their writing, convey their purposes and shape meaning by moulding language.


	
	
	I write confidently in a range of forms.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	My vocabulary is effective and precise.
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	I use paragraphing and punctuation to make my ideas clear to the reader.
	

	LEVEL

8
	
	
	
	I can analyse and evaluate how writers achieve their effects by shaping language.
	
	
	I am a confident and controlled writer.
	


How to save your work into the work post box.

1. Save your work to your computer, USB etc.

2. Open up your folder 

3. Go onto school website:  www.edmonton.enfield.sch.uk
4. students

5. activity area

6. myclasslink login

7. click here

8. yes

9. username and password

10. work post box

11. Drag your folder across into your teacher’s folder.

i.e. lharalambous, lworley, cflack, aathanasiou, mkyriakides, twalters, mreynolds
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This project can be done either by hand or computer. It would be easier on the computer and would help presentation. You also don’t have to print it off, instead you could save it to the work post box on the school website in your teacher’s folder! Instructions for this are at the end.
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Suggested reading lists
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