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Rationale 
 
Children make the greatest progress when feedback is given ‘in the moment’ during the lesson.  We expect teachers to give high 
quality verbal feedback and ‘light touch’ marking throughout the lesson using effective assessment for learning strategies.  Any 
written feedback should consist of personalised tasks to bridge learning gaps or extend children’s knowledge and understanding. 
 

• Assessment, marking and feedback are a vital part of the learning and teaching process, and also serves the 

function of checking that work set has been completed. 

• In order for children to make progress they must have regular feedback on how well they are doing, how they are 

progressing and what they need to do to improve further. 

• Assessment, marking and feedback are for the benefit of children and must be in a format which is most useful to 

them 

• Parents expect to see their child’s work marked regularly by teachers and be informed of how their child can 

make progress. 

• Assessment, marking and feedback provide valuable opportunities to celebrate the learning and success of the 

children we teach. 

 

 
Principles 

 

• Assessment for Learning (AfL) is a guiding principle for this policy; assessment should focus on tangible steps that 

a child can do to make progress, and provide teachers with evidence about children’s progress. 

• Written feedback should consist of constructive comments and provide guidance to children on how to make 

further progress. It must not consist solely of bland comments such as ‘good work’. 

• Children must be given an opportunity to read, reflect and act upon any teacher feedback. 

• High quality verbal feedback is recognised as an important way of providing feedback to children. 

• Effective feedback should refer to learning outcomes. Therefore it is important that the Learning Objectives for 

each lesson are made clear. 

• Good quality self- and peer-assessment, when linked to clear, specific Success Criteria are valuable means of 

providing feedback 
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Expectations 
 

1) Each child should receive feedback from the Class Teacher or Associate Staff member for every piece of work 

they attempt. All English and Maths books should be marked everyday using either ‘light touch’ or ‘in depth’ 

marking. 

 
• ‘Light-touch’ marking, much of which may take place during lessons, which allows for immediate feedback whilst 

working alongside the child. This should provide brief diagnostic feedback relating to the shared Learning 

Objectives.  

 
• ‘In-depth’ marking, providing more detailed diagnostic feedback relating to the shared Learning Objectives and 

‘next steps’ for progression, with the following frequencies: 

o English - 2 pieces of work per week 

o Maths – 2 pieces of work per week 

o Science – 1 piece of work per fortnight, alternating with… 

o Creative curriculum / Topic – 1 piece of work per fortnight 

 
• Verbal feedback, providing diagnostic feedback orally, relating to the shared Learning Objectives. Work should be 

annotated with VF. 

 

In the Early Years, the focus is on high quality verbal feedback and ‘light touch’ marking in the moment.  In Reception, 

children’s learning is evidence in a learning journey book and on Tapestry.  We encourage evidence of pupil and parent 

voice as staff comments and feedback. 

 
2) Blue pens must be used for all written feedback: 

 
 For both ‘light-touch’ and ‘in-depth’ marking: 
 

•  A √ (tick) should be used to indicate that a child has achieved a Learning Objective 

• Where adult support is provided to enable a child to achieve the Learning Objective, the tick should be 

annotated with the code WS (with support)  

• Where children have received verbal feedback, work should be annotated with the code VF and a brief comment 

to indicate the topic of the feedback 

• All errors in age-appropriate SPaG and poor presentation should be underlined, or circled, with marking codes 

used appropriately 

• In maths, ticks should be used to indicate correct calculations/ answers. Errors in calculations or methods should 

be underlined circled or indicated with a dot 

 

For ‘in-depth’ marking only: 

• A comment that relates to the Learning Objectives and reflects specific successes within the work should be 

provided 

• A ‘next steps’ task should be provided. Next steps should be child-friendly and require a response in order to 

ensure that learning is further supported or extended 

• Teachers should check and acknowledge that next steps tasks have been properly attempted 



3) All in-depth marking should to be annotated with CT, TA or ECS staff code 
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4) Teachers’ handwriting must be a good model for the children. The level of handwriting (e.g. use of joins) must be 

appropriate for  the child 

 

5) In Key Stage 2, teachers should plan opportunities for children to self- and peer-assess their work against shared 

Learning Objectives and shared Success Criteria. This should not replace in-depth marking by staff. 

Example: 

 

 
 

6) Success Criteria should be used, when appropriate, to ensure that children know what they need to do to do well in the 
learning activity. This also supports self- and peer-assessment. For example: 
 

Steps to success Me My 
teacher 

I wrote on the line      

I used capital letters A B C   

I used full stops ●   

I used finger spaces  
  

I used first person I   

I used adjectives red, beautiful, scary   

I used time connectives     Next, after, then   

I used connectives and, but, or   

 
7) All written feedback must use the agreed marking codes. Posters should be displayed in all classrooms and children 

should be aware of the meaning of all the codes. Marking codes must be used consistently to ensure clarity for the 

children as they move through the school. 

 
Symbol Explanation 

 Correct / I like this part / Learning Objective achieved 

VF Verbal feedback (with a short comment to denote the feedback given) 

CT or staff code Child supported by Class Teacher 

 TA or staff code Child supported by Teaching Assistant 
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WS With support 

 

An excellent piece of work 





Error (particularly for maths work) 

 

 

• Capital letter or punctuation error – letter or punctuation circled – 

correct punctuation provided. 

• Error in calculation method. 

Sp Spelling – word will be underlined or highlighted (correct spelling provided 
where appropriate) 

^ Missing word(s) 

// New paragraph required 

 

Next steps task 

 


