
 

 

   
 

 

 

5th March 2021 

Dear Year 11 students and parents / carers, 

I hope this letter finds you safe and well. I wrote to you in February following the cancellation of this year’s summer 

exams. Since then, the Department for Education has released its guidance on awarding qualifications in the summer 

of 2021. This clarified that “students taking GCSE, AS and A levels regulated by Ofqual, should be awarded grades 

based on an assessment by their teachers.” 

All schools must now introduce a process of teaching, assessment and feedback, which results in teachers having a 

range of evidence to make a judgement of the grade each student is performing at.  

What does this guidance tell us specifically?  

• Grades will be based on teacher assessment, with teachers supported in making decisions with guidance and 

training from exam boards. 

• Students will be assessed on what they have learnt, rather than against content they have not had a chance 

to study. 

• Students should produce work in response to assessment materials provided by exam boards. 

• Students should produce work in centre-devised tasks that reflect the specification, that follow the same 

format as exam board material and have been marked in a way that reflects exam board mark schemes. 

• Exam boards will review schools’ quality assurance processes before they submit grades. 

• The school must submit final teacher assessed grades to exam boards by 18th June. To allow sufficient time 

for robust moderation and checking procedures, students will need to have completed all assessments by 

21st May.  

• We will provide guidance in relation to the appeals process May. 

How will we ensure that our recovery curriculum and assessment cycle meet the requirements above? 

Edmonton County School is conscious of the need to re-establish students’ engagement and confidence in their 

learning. We understand that the recent absence from face-to-face teaching and learning was a challenge for many 

students, but one which they approached with great resilience.  In order to ensure that we strike the correct balance 

between learning, assessment and supporting students, we will be introducing two cycles of ‘mini-assessments’ in all 

subjects.  

• The first cycle of mini-assessments will start from 15th March and will last until 23rd April. 

o This first cycle of assessments will be largely diagnostic, helping students understand what their 

strengths and areas for improvement are, and providing teachers with information to identify areas 

of need which will inform the planning of subsequent lessons. 

o One mini-assessment will take place each of the 4 weeks for every subject studied and will be up to 

1 hour long; students will usually have no more than two mini-assessments on any given day. 

o Each mini-assessment will be sat in classrooms, within the current timetable 

o Before each mini-assessment, teachers will ensure students are well-prepared; teachers will then 

give developmental feedback following each assessment. 

o The outcomes of the first cycle of mini-assessments will be used to provide ‘projected grades’ in late 

April – these are not the final Teacher Assessed Grades.  

o We will schedule a parents evening following the first cycle of assessments..  

 

• A second, more formal cycle of mini-assessments will start from 26th April and will last until 21st May. 

o This second cycle will have a similar (and hopefully familiar) format to the first cycle: one mini-

assessment will take place each of the 4 weeks for every subject studied and will be up to 1 hour 

long; mini-assessment will be sat in classrooms, within the current timetable. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2021/awarding-qualifications-in-summer-2021


   
 

   
 

o Teachers will use assessment materials provided by exam boards. 

o Again, teachers will ensure students are well-prepared, and will give developmental feedback 

following each assessment. 

o The second cycle of assessments will provide students with the opportunity to show teachers what 

they have learnt and will form the bulk of the evidence that will be used to produce final Teacher 

Assessed Grades to submit to exam boards. 

Below is an example of what a weekly cycle of ‘mini-assessments’ could look like for a student. 

 Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Period 1 Science assessment Revision/Feedback Sociology assessment R&L assessment Revision/Feedback 

Period 2 Revision/Feedback English assessment Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback PE assessment 

Period 3 Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback 

Period 4 History assessment Revision/Feedback Turkish assessment Revision/Feedback Drama assessment 

Period 5 Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback Revision/Feedback Geography assessment Revision lesson 

Period 6 Revision/Feedback Maths assessment Revision/Feedback Intervention Revision/Feedback 

 

What can you do to ensure a successful return to school? 

• Students should understand that they must approach these assessment cycles with the same focus and 

dedication as they would in preparing for and sitting examinations had they not been cancelled. 

• Students must complete their weekly revision activities and support will be put in place for those students 

who struggled with this over the lockdown. 

• Our expectations around uniform, mobile phones and behaviour have not changed and students are 

expected to focus all their energy into learning. 

• The school will support students’ wellbeing during this period through the tutor programme and we would 

ask that parents and carers check in regularly with how their child is coping, and communicate any concerns 

to the Progress Lead or Student Manager. 

How will we report on students’ progress up to this point in the year? 

Alongside this letter, we will also send out Spring Term Student Profile Reports. 

• Subject teachers have entered a ‘working at’ and ‘projected grade’ based on assessment of students’ work 

since September, including the remote learning they completed since January.  

• Teachers have considered students’ attendance and engagement to ‘live’ lessons when deciding on their 

grades. 

• These grades have been moderated through the school’s quality assurance processes 

• These ‘projected grades’ do not necessarily represent the final Teacher Assessed Grades and students will 

have the opportunity to improve upon these during the two assessment cycles described above. 

We know this may be unsettling and many of you will be anxious about the next few weeks. Try not to worry. 

Students should focus on completing the work set in class and preparing for each of their assessments. Please contact 

your Progress Leads should you have any further questions. 

Yours sincerely, 

A Lloyd 
Mr A Lloyd 
Deputy Headteacher 



 

 

   
 

 


