
Year 3 Curriculum 2019-20 

Teaching schedule  Unit 1 (7 wks) Unit 2 (7.5 wks) Unit 3 (8 wks) Unit 4 (9 wks) Unit 5 (7 wks) 

Terms 2019-20 Autumn 1 (7 wks) Autumn 2 (7.5 wks) Spring 1 (6 wks) Spring 2 (6 wks) Summer 1 (5 wks) Summer 2 (7 wks) 

Topic: 
 

Fantastic Forces Let there be light! Rotten Romans Global Gardens Stones and Bones 

Trips / Visitors / Events: 
 

Roald Dahl week 
Black History Month 
Visit tbc 

Science Museum  Visit a local mosque 
 

Capel Manor gardens 
Science Week  

Jewish Parent/Visitor   
Paradise Wildlife Park 

English 
 
Refer also to 
English 
objectives 
documents 

 

NARRATIVE  Authors and Letters Myths and Legends Stories with familiar settings Adventure and Mystery 

The Iron Man (Ted Hughes) 
 
Film: Octapodi (The 
Literacy Shed) 

The best Christmas 
present in the world 
(Michael Morpurgo) 
The Jolly Postman or 
Other People’s Letters 
(Allan Ahlberg) 

The Orchard Book of Roman Myths 
(Geraldine McCaughrean and Emma 
Chichester Clark)(whole class read) 
Romans on the Rampage (Jeremy 
Strong) (whole class read) 
Escape from Pompeii (Christina Balit) 
 

The Secret Garden (Frances 
Hodgson Burnett) (clas read) 
The Minpins (Roald Dahl) 
The Tree House (Gillian Cross) 

Stone Age Boy (Satoshi 
Kitamura) 
Ug: Boy Genius of the 
Stone Age and His Search 
for Soft Trousers (Raymond 
Briggs) 

Suggested 
Writing 

Outcomes 

 Using imagery and 
creating atmosphere in 
descriptions 

 Write own story 
openings  
 

 Letters/emails to Santa  Write own stories based on the 
structure of Escape from Pompeii 

 Write a short myth  

 Setting descriptions 
 

 Narrative: alternative 
ending 
 

NON-
FICTION 

Persuasive Writing Explanation   Instructions Recount Non-Chronological Report  

Octapodi   Light: Amazing Science 
(Sally Hewitt) 

Romans Instructions Unit Pack 
(ks2history.com) 

All writing to be based on the 
above texts  

Look Inside the Stone Age 
(Usborne) 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

 Write an advert for 
Octapodi. 
Octapodi Film Review 

What is light? Electricity! 
 Explanation Text: 

Periscopes 

 Write instructions about how to 
make chocolate roads and how to 
be a gladiator. 

 Diary entry  
 Letter 

 Report about the Stone 
Age  

POETRY Free Verse  Language Play  Poems to Perform  

Bookside Down (Joanne 
Limburg) 

 Raps, riddles and concrete (Pie 
Corbett) 

 Poems Out Loud (Brian 
Moses) 

Suggested 
Outcomes 

 Write and perform 
poems 
 

  Write riddles linked to Romans 
theme 

  



Teaching schedule  Unit 1 (7 wks) Unit 2 (7.5 wks) Unit 3 (8 wks) Unit 4 (9 wks) Unit 5 (7 wks) 

Terms 2019-20 Autumn 1 (7 wks) Autumn 2 (7.5 wks) Spring 1 (6 wks) Spring 2 (6 wks) Summer 1 (5 wks) Summer 2 (7 wks) 

Topic: 
 

Fantastic Forces Let there be light! Rotten Romans Global Gardens Stones and Bones 

Maths  

 
Refer to Maths 
medium-term 
plans for 
objectives and 
teaching 
resources 

Focus: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Number: Place Value 
 Number: Addition and 

Subtraction 

 Number: Addition and 
Subtraction 

 Number: Multiplcation 
and Division 

 Number: 
Multiplcation and 
Division 

 Measurement: 
Money 

 Statistics 

 Measurement: 
Length and 
Perimeter 

 Number: Fractions  

 Number: 
Fractions 

 Measurement:  
Time 
  

 Geometry: Properties of 
Shape 

 Measurement: Mass and 
Capacity 

Science Focus: 
 

Forces and Magnets Light Animals, including humans Plants Rocks 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 compare how things 
move on different 
surfaces 

 notice that some forces 
need contact between 2 
objects, but magnetic 
forces can act at a 
distance 

 observe how magnets 
attract or repel each 
other and attract some 
materials and not others 

 compare and group 
together a variety of 
everyday materials on 
the basis of whether they 
are attracted to a 
magnet, and identify 
some magnetic materials 

 describe magnets as 
having 2 poles 

 predict whether 2 
magnets will attract or 
repel each other, 
depending on which 
poles are facing 
 

 recognise that they 
need light in order to 
see things and that 
dark is the absence of 
light 

 notice that light is 
reflected from surfaces 

 recognise that light 
from the sun can be 
dangerous and that 
there are ways to 
protect their eyes 

 recognise that shadows 
are formed when the 
light from a light 
source is blocked by an 
opaque object 

 find patterns in the 
way that the size of 
shadows change 

 

 identify that animals, including 
humans, need the right types and 
amount of nutrition, and that they 
cannot make their own food; they 
get nutrition from what they eat 

 identify that humans and some 
other animals have skeletons and 
muscles for support, protection 
and movement 

 

 identify and describe the 
functions of different parts of 
flowering plants: roots, 
stem/trunk, leaves and 
flowers 

 explore the requirements of 
plants for life and growth 
(air, light, water, nutrients 
from soil, and room to grow) 
and how they vary from 
plant to plant 

 investigate the way in which 
water is transported within 
plants 

 explore the part that flowers 
play in the life cycle of 
flowering plants, including 
pollination, seed formation 
and seed dispersal 

 

 

 compare and group 
together different kinds 
of rocks on the basis of 
their appearance and 
simple physical 
properties 

 describe in simple terms 
how fossils are formed 
when things that have 
lived are trapped within 
rock 

 recognise that soils are 
made from rocks and 
organic matter 

 



Teaching schedule  Unit 1 (7 wks) Unit 2 (7.5 wks) Unit 3 (8 wks) Unit 4 (9 wks) Unit 5 (7 wks) 

Terms 2019-20 Autumn 1 (7 wks) Autumn 2 (7.5 wks) Spring 1 (6 wks) Spring 2 (6 wks) Summer 1 (5 wks) Summer 2 (7 wks) 

Topic: 
 

Fantastic Forces Let there be light! Rotten Romans Global Gardens Stones and Bones 

 

History Focus: 
 

Scientific history History of lighting  Roman History  
 
 

The Stone Age 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 Who is Isaac Newton?  
 What impact has he had 

on Science? 
 Creating a presentation 

about his work.  
 Science then and now.  

 

 Who invented the light 
bulb? 

 Significant work of 
Thomas Edison/fact 
files  

 Comparing life before 
and after the invention 
of the light bulb 

 Timelines  

 
 
 
 

The Roman Empire and its impact on 
Britain.  
 
 Where is the Roman Empire? 
 Who is Boudicca? 
 Gods and Goddess  
 When did they rule? 
 What was their impact? 
 Who ruled the Roman Empire? 

 Changes in Britain from the 
Stone Age to the Iron Age 

 Where did people settle 
in the Stone Age? 

 What was life like in the 
Stone Age? 

 What developments 
were made? 

 What is Stonehenge?  

Geography Focus: 
 

Locational knowledge  Geographical skills and 
fieldwork  

Geographical skills and fieldwork 
Human geography 

Place knowledge  Physical and human 
geography  

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 Use geography warm up 
sessions to locate world 
countries and 
countries/cities in the UK 

 Use aerial photographs 
to identify significant 
landmarks and 
buildings.  

 Maps, globes, atlases to locate 
countries 

 Trade links   

 Comparisons of gardens in 
different countries.  

 Geographical similarities and 
differences of a region of the 
UK and a region in a EU 
country/North and South 
America. 

 

 

 Mountains, rivers and 
fossilisation in the UK – 
map work.  

 Where is the best place 
to build a settlement? 
Types of settlements. 

Computing Focus: 
 

3.1 We are programmers 
 

3.2 We are bug fixers 
 

3.3 We are presenters 
 

3.4 We are network 
engineers 

3.5 We are 
communicators 

3.6 We are opinion 
pollsters 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 create an algorithm for 
an animated scene in the 

 form of a storyboard 
 write a program in 

Scratch to create the 
animation 

 correct mistakes in their 
animation programs. 

 develop a number of 
strategies for finding 
errors in programs 

 build up resilience and 
strategies for problem 
solving 

 increase their 
knowledge and 

 gain skills in shooting 
live video, such as 
framing shots, 
holding the camera 
steady, and 
reviewing 

 edit video, including 
adding narration and 

 understand the 
physical hardware 
connections 
necessary for 
computer networks 
to work 

 develop a basic 
understanding of 
how email works 

 gain skills in using 
email 

 be aware of 
broader issues 
surrounding 

 understand some 
elements of survey 
design 

 understand some ethical 
and legal aspects of 
online data collection 

 use the web to facilitate 
data collection 



Teaching schedule  Unit 1 (7 wks) Unit 2 (7.5 wks) Unit 3 (8 wks) Unit 4 (9 wks) Unit 5 (7 wks) 

Terms 2019-20 Autumn 1 (7 wks) Autumn 2 (7.5 wks) Spring 1 (6 wks) Spring 2 (6 wks) Summer 1 (5 wks) Summer 2 (7 wks) 

Topic: 
 

Fantastic Forces Let there be light! Rotten Romans Global Gardens Stones and Bones 

understanding of 
Scratch 

 recognise a number of 
common types of bug 
in software. 

editing clips by 
setting in/out points 

 understand the 
qualities of effective 
video, such as the 
importance of 
narrative, 
consistency, 
perspective and 
scene length. 

 understand some 
features of internet 
protocols 

 understand some 
diagnostic tools for 
investigating 
network 
connections 

 develop a basic 
understanding of 
how domain names 
are converted to IP 
addresses. 
 
 

email, including 
‘netiquette’ and 
e-safety 

 work 
collaboratively 
with a remote 
partner 

 experience video 
conferencing. 

 gain skills in using charts 
to analyse data 

 gain skills in interpreting 
results. 

RE Focus: 
 

 Hinduism/Christianity  
 

Islam  
 

 Judaism 
 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

  Hindu & Sikh Divali 
 Make Barfi Sweets   
 Stories of 

Jesus/Christmas 

 Living as a Muslim 
 Trip: Visit a local mosque 

  The Torah & stories of 
Jewish people 

 Invite in a Jewish 
Parent/Visitor 
 
 
 

PE Focus: 
 

Gymnastics  Dance  Gymnastics  Games Athletics  

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 
 

 Travelling with a change 
of direction  
 
 
 

 Cultural dance with 
linking movements  

 Stretching and curling   Striking and fielding   Running, throwing and 
jumping  

Music Focus: 
 

Poetry 
Environment 
 

Sounds 
Recycling 
Building 

Around the World 
Ancient Worlds 
 

Singing Spanish 
Communication 
Time 

In the past 
Food and Drink 
 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 Performance 
 Composition 

 Exploring Sounds 
 Structure  
 Beat 

 

 Pitch  
 Structure 

 

 Pitch 
 Composition  
 Beat  

 

 Notation  
 Performance 



Teaching schedule  Unit 1 (7 wks) Unit 2 (7.5 wks) Unit 3 (8 wks) Unit 4 (9 wks) Unit 5 (7 wks) 

Terms 2019-20 Autumn 1 (7 wks) Autumn 2 (7.5 wks) Spring 1 (6 wks) Spring 2 (6 wks) Summer 1 (5 wks) Summer 2 (7 wks) 

Topic: 
 

Fantastic Forces Let there be light! Rotten Romans Global Gardens Stones and Bones 

Art Focus: 
 

Collage  
Drawing 

Painting  3D Sculpture/ Textiles  
 

Drawing  
 

Printing 
 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 Light and dark collages 
 Hannah Höch 

 
 
 

 Painting animal masks  
 Thomas Houseago 

 

 Make model of Roman Empire   
 IIse Bolle 

 Observational drawings of 
plants 

 John Muir Laws 

 Making mosaic patterns 
using stones  

 Gary Drostle 

DT Focus: 
 

Structures  Food  Control: Mechanism  Structures   

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 Packaging   Sandwich snacks   Moving Monsters   Photograph Frames   

PSHCE Focus: 
 

Health and wellbeing  Relationships  Relationships  Health and wellbeing  Living in the wider world 

Skills /  
knowledge / 
outcomes: 

 Why People Smoke 
 Physical effects of 

smoking 
 No Smoking 
 Being physically active 

 

 Resisting pressure from 
others 

 Taking responsibility 
for behaviour 

 Learning styles 
 Planning to reach a 

goal 

 Recognising feelings in others & 
understanding body language 

 Responding to different viewpoints 
 Resolving conflict 
 Being assertive 

 

 Differences: male and female 
 Personal Space & Touch 
 Family Differences 
 Gender roles at home and 

school 
 Feeding the family 

 

 Ways to pay 
 Lending and borrowing 
 Earning money 
 Jobs  
 Other people’s lives 

around the world 

 

https://johnmuirlaws.com/inspiring-nature-artists/
http://www.drostle.com/author/gd_admin/

