
Phonics and the Teaching of Reading 

 

At Edmonton County Primary, we promote enjoyment of reading for pleasure. We are 

Bonkers about Books!  

We therefore use ‘real books’ in our daily literacy lessons and in guided reading sessions and 

also provide children with a range of ‘levelled/banded’ books, as well as books from reading 

schemes, to support their progression in reading.  

Across the school we have a wide selection of levelled/banded books which we use as 

‘Home Readers.’ In reception and key stage one, these books are changed weekly and our 

on-going assessments mean that we have a solid grasp of children’s abilities and are able to 

select books that are suitable for them. In key stage 2, children change these books as and 

when they finish them.  

In addition, children have the opportunity to choose a book from the class library as well as 

our school library. 

Children across the school take part in guided reading. In Year 1 this is 4 times a week and is 

called supported reading. This is a highly structured programme with each group of children 

led by an adult. In Years 2 – 6, children work in groups on reading activities with an adult or 

independently, daily. During these sessions children have the opportunity to develop 

reading strategies and to discuss texts in detail, whilst teachers model reading strategies 

during shared reading sessions. Children, especially in KS1, have opportunities to read 

individually with an adult which provides time for both assessment and individual teaching. 

We encourage parents to listen to their child read daily, to talk about books and to read to 

their children. We believe that this helps to develop reading skills, and also supports a 

lifelong love of reading. We recognise that in the early stages of learning to read, phonics 

plays an important role. The main phonics scheme we use is Read Write Inc. Children are 

taught in small groups for daily discrete phonic sessions, according to their needs and 

learning is reinforced in English lessons and guided or individual reading sessions. While 

phonics is mainly taught in Reception and KS1, it often continues to be taught throughout 

KS2 depending on a child’s needs.  

Click here and here to listen to all the sounds (phonemes) your child will learn at school.  

https://www.oxfordowl.co.uk/welcome/for-home/reading-owl/expert-help/ruth-miskins-

video-page  

The most exciting addition to our reading curriculum is the launch of Accelerated Reader: a 

reading initiative aimed at identifying the right books for each child, challenging them to 

read and pass a quiz as well as aiming to reach a word reading target!  

More information about Accelerated Reader is coming soon.  
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