
 

Helping your child with Writing 
In KS1 you can help your child by;  

 Practising reading and writing the days of the week. You could 

listen to songs or make up your own! 

 Naming and writing the letters of the alphabet in order.  

 Asking them to write simple sentences which you are dictating.  

 Practise how to hold a pencil correctly and comfortably siting at a 

table.  

 Practising forming capital letters and lowercase letters; this 

could be made fun by practising tracing letters on a tray of 

salt/paint or water! 

 Asking your child to verbally say what they are going to write 

before they write it down. 

 Asking your child to re-read their writing to check it makes sense.  

 Ensure children are using the finger space when writing.  

 Having conversations with your children about different sentence 

types, for example; encouraging them to ask questions, notice 

instructions on recipes and asking them to say and write 

statements about their surroundings on a day out! 

In KS2 you can help your child by;  

 Discussing writing similar to which they are planning to write. For 

example; discussing newspapers – the heading, photographs and 

captions if they are writing newspaper articles at school or 

picking up travel brochures and leaflets and discussing their 

features.  

 Re-reading their writing and suggesting improvements.  

 Encouraging children to use dictionaries and thesauruses whilst 

writing to check spelling and to use a wide range of vocabulary.  

 Encouraging your child to plan their writing by discussing with 

them who their audience is and what the purpose for their writing 

is.  

 



 

 

Relevant to both key stages; 

 Practising weekly spellings sent out by class teachers.  

 Reading to your child as well as encouraging them to read to 

broaden their vocabulary. Ensure books are those which connect 

to their interests.  

 Giving your child many opportunities to write for example; a diary 

entry after a birthday, a letter to a family member who they have 

not seen in a while or a fact file for their favourite animal.  

 Providing your child with a suitable environment to write.  

 Praising their efforts whilst writing!  

 Making it a daily routine, make sure there’s time each day to do 

some writing in one way or another. Whether it’s writing a grocery 

list, writing in a journal or composing a letter, practising writing 

every day will go a long way to improving kids’ writing skills. 

 

 


